
 
5/25/22 

 

Dear DCES Families 

 

This week we were excited to celebrate our 5th-grade students as they are promoted to middle school. On Tuesday, 

May 24th, we honored our students with our annual celebration, followed by their end-of-the-year event. I would like 

to thank Mrs. Honeycutt for creating a beautiful slide show for students to remember their time here at DCES. I would 

also like to thank Mrs. Sunderman for orchestrating a stunning choir performance following the celebration. Lastly, I 

would like to thank our fabulous 5th-grade teachers, Mrs. Martens, Ms. McCrensky, and Mrs. Roach, for making this 

week so incredibly special and memorable for our students. We even started a new tradition called the 5th-grade clap 

out. This entailed students lining up around our campus and congratulating our 5th-grade students as they walked in 

line. This was so beautiful for our younger cubbies to congratulate our 5th-grade students and their accomplishments as 

they head off to middle school.  

 

5th Grade Celebration Thank you, Volunteers  

Our annual 5th-grade celebration was a huge success and well enjoyed by our students. This celebration would not be 

possible without the dedication and detailed planning of our 5th-grade volunteers. Thank you to Maria Stallone, Krista 

Kotsovos, Brooke Baldonado, Maureen Newkirk, Pam Skala, Sarah Crawford, Leslie Landau, Casey Magargle, and 

Jodi Geuther for all of your hard work.  

 

Staff Retirement 

Congratulations to Mrs. Hooley on her retirement! Mrs. Hooley has had a huge role at DCES and will be greatly 

missed. She has been a community member and teacher for 21 years. Mrs. Hooley has left a lasting impression here at 

DCES and will always be remembered for her contributions and the impact that she has made on our school. We wish 

her a happy and enjoyable retirement. 

 

Congratulation to Mrs. Hoffman, our DCES and DCMS school nurse! She has served our school for five years and has 

been phenomenal at caring for our students and their health needs. In addition, Mrs. Hoffman has been instrumental in 

protecting our students and staff during the pandemic. She has put countless hours into ensuring the safety and well-

being of students and staff on campus. We wish her all the best in her retirement and future endeavors.  

 

Mrs. Hooley and Mrs. Hoffman will always have a special place in our hearts and our DCES family. We are grateful 

for their service and dedication to serving our school and community. 

 

 

Teachers/New Staff 

We understand that families are anxious to learn about our new staff, and students are eager to know who their new 

teacher will be. We undergo a thoughtful screening process and interview highly qualified candidates to fill our current 

open positions. This collaborative process with our school team helps ensure that we select the best candidates to serve 

our students and community. Students and families will learn their class placement in July through ParentVue access. 

Please look out for further communication prior to meet the teacher night for new staff introductions.  

 

 

 

 



 
Summer Communication 

Please take some time to log into ParentVue to ensure your current email and phone number are correct. 

Communication will be sent out in July through the emails listed in ParentVue. Communication will also be posted on 

our DCES webpage. In July, parents will be able to log in to see who their child's teacher is for the 2022-2023 school 

year. The DCES office will be closed over the summer from June 1st-July17th. The DCES office will reopen on 

Monday, July 18th.  

 

Meet the Teacher Night 2022-2023 

Each year SUSD hosts a Meet the Teacher Night for our students and families. This is an opportunity to meet your new 

teacher and visit your classroom. With summer vacations coming up, we wanted to ensure that our DCES families have 

Monday, August 1st from 5:00-7:00 pm marked on your calendars.  

 

Lastly, DCES grieves with the families and community of Uvalde who are experiencing pain no one should ever bear. 

Today more than ever, we love our students and continue to be present for all the beauty and thoughtfulness that the 

last day of school brings. I am grateful to serve our DCES students, staff, parents, and families. These last few years 

have been incredibly challenging, but I am proud of the hard work and dedication we continue to provide for our 

students.  

 

I look forward to the 2022-2023 school year and what the future holds for Desert Canyon Elementary.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kim Mills金柏莉| Principal 

沙谷小学 Desert Canyon Elementary School 

 

 

 

 


